
 
 
 
 

2019 Philadelphia READS Reading Olympics Middle School Sample Questions and Answers 
 

You may find additional questions to use for practice by searching each title on the internet.  
 
The questions asked at the competition are very straightforward, factual questions.  They usually relate to the 
plot, characters or setting and the answers are easily provable.   
 
The sample questions provided here are meant to give you an idea of the type of question that will be asked.   
 
All questions begin:  “In the book,” followed by the book title.  The answers are provided below the question in 
parentheses just as they are for the moderators at the actual Reading Olympics.   
 

1. In the book, Waiting for Normal, when Addie goes to her new school she gets selected to play with the Stage 
Orchestra.  What instrument does she play?   
(the flute)  
 

2. In the book, Waiting for Normal, what type of animal does Addie have for a pet?   
(a hamster; she names him Piccolo) 
 

3. In the book, The Harlem Charade, what is the logo of the Invisible 7 that is on all of their work? 
(A feather that is supposed to symbolize hope and freedom)  
 

4. In the book, The Hypnotists, what is the name of the organization that runs the New Horizons program that 
Jax is invited to attend?   
(The Sentia Institute) 
 

5. In the book, The Only Road, when the cousins get to Juarez, what do they do to earn the extra money for the 
coyote, Conejo?  
(Jaime draws pictures; Angela sews) 
 

6. In the book, Serafina and the Black Cloak, what did Mr. Vanderbilt promise to make to honor Serafina?   
(a statue at the top of the hill) 
 

7. In the book, Serafina and the Black Cloak, what was Serafina’s job in the mansion? 
(Chief Rat Catcher, CRC) 
 

8. In the book, The War I Finally Won, what did Susan and Jamie bring to Ada when she got her last cast taken 
off after her surgery? 
(a pair of shoes) 
 

9. In the book, The War I Finally Won, what job did the children from all over England do when schools closed 
for two weeks? 
(picked potatoes) 
 

10. In the book, Where the Red Fern Grows, how did the curiosity and stubbornness of a raccoon enable Billy to 
trap his very first one? 
(the trap lures the raccoon with something shiny.  Then it won’t let go of the shiny item and its paws get stuck) 


