
 
 
 
 

2019 Philadelphia READS Reading Olympics Intermediate Sample Questions and Answers 
 

You may find additional questions to use for practice by searching each title on the internet.  
 
The questions asked at the competition are very straightforward, factual questions.  They usually relate to the 
plot, characters or setting and the answers are easily provable.   
 
The sample questions provided here are meant to give you an idea of the type of question that will be asked.   
 
All questions begin:  “In the book,” followed by the book title.  The answers are provided below the question in 
parentheses just as they are for the moderators at the actual Reading Olympics.   
 

1. In the book, Full of Beans, what did Johnny Cakes keep in the coffins? 
(Liquor bottles/booze/Rum) Accept any one answer. 

 
2. In the book, Full of Beans, name one thing that Mr. Stone wants to do to transform Key West into a tourist 

destination? 
(Accept any one:  Clean up the garbage, paint and refurbish the houses, take away stray dogs, crack down on 
gambling, and create a playground for the children)  

 
3. In the book, The Last Fifth Grade of Emerson Elementary, what does Jason Chen instruct Mark to do with a 

pack of sticky notes? 
(make a flip book with a Mr. Stick Guy story; accept: make a flip book) 

 
4. In the book, The Last Fifth Grade of Emerson Elementary, why is Katie upset when her mother, an architect, 

speaks to her class on career day? 
(her mother is the architect who will draw the plans for the supermarket that will replace the school; her mother 
brought drawings of the new supermarket that her work will build) 

 
5. In the book, The Losers Club, what did Alec have each member of his Losers Club send him before the date of 

the presentation? 
(a list of all the books each member of the group had ever read) 

 
6. In the book, Ms. Rapscott’s Girls, what does Ms. Rapscott serve the girls every day?  

(Birthday cake and ice cream) 
 

7. In the book, Stef Soto, Taco Queen, what does Stef do when the power goes out at the dance? 
(She calls her father and has him bring his truck, Tia Perla, to be able to use the generator) 

 
8. In the book, Tuesdays at the Castle, why is it important that Rolf’s rooms remained the same size with no seal 

on the wall?  
(The King and Queen were not dead) 

 
9. In the book, Wishtree, there are many inhabitants of the wishtree, name one type of animal that lives in the 

tree. 
(Accept any:  owls, opossums, crow, raccoons, skunks) 

 
10. In the book, Wishtree, what does the key that Bongo gives Samar open? 

(a diary; the diary that Maeve kept) 


